
Town Of Rockport 
 

 
 

Street Performer License Application 
 

Please complete application in full and return with a $30 check made out to the  

“Town of Rockport” to the Selectmen’s Office, 34 Broadway, Rockport, MA.  01966 

 

 

Applicant’s Name: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Organization (if applicable): ______________________________________________________ 

 

Sponsor (if applicable): __________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Type of Performance: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Amplification:  Y / N   If yes, please explain: _________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Musical Instrument: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Requested Performance Location(s): ________________________________________________ 

 

Requested Performance Dates and Times: ___________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

I have read and agree to comply with the Rockport Street Performer Policy. 

 

        ______________________________ 

         (Applicant’s Signature) 

Approved:        

       Town Administrator    Date 
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Adoption Date:  February 18, 1997    Revision Date(s):    July 1, 2007 

        October 2, 2012 

        July 8, 2014 

        August 5, 2014 

 

Purpose:   The existence of street performers in Rockport provides a public amenity 

that enhances the character of the community.  The Town seeks to support such 

performances to the extent that they do not interfere with the reasonable expectations of 

residents to the enjoyment of peace and quiet in their homes, business owners to public 

access to their businesses and public safety. 

 

Definitions:   A.  Perform – includes, but it not limited to, the following activities:  

acting, singing, playing musical instruments, pantomime, juggling, magic, 

dancing, reading and reciting. 

 

 B.  Performer – a person who has obtained a permit pursuant to this 

policy.  

 

Prohibition:   No person may perform in a public area without a license pursuant to this 

policy. 

 

Standards for Issuance or Denial:   

 

A. An application for a license shall be in writing on the approved application 

form completed in full, signed by the applicant and submitted with the 

application fee of thirty ($30) dollars to the Selectmen’s Office.  The 

application fee may be waived at the Board’s discretion for performances 

given for non-profit purposes. 

B. If so requested, the applicant will be required to provide additional 

information pertaining to the details of the requested performance.  If so 

requested, the applicant will also be required to appear before the Board of 

Selectmen at one of its regularly scheduled public meetings to discuss the 

nature and details of the requested performance. 

C. The Board reserves the right to deny a license if it deems the performance 

would create a nuisance or would endanger the public health, safety or order 

by unreasonably increasing pedestrian traffic, or the incidence of disruptive 

conduct, or the level of disruptive noise in the area in which the performance 

is requested to take place. 

D. A license shall be nontransferable and shall contain the applicant’s name, 

date(s) and locations(s) in which the license is valid.  The license shall be 

valid only for the dates and locations approved by the Board and specified on 
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the license.  Each member of a group of performers who play together shall be 

required to obtain an individual license. 

 

 

Possession of License:  The performer must carry the license on his/her person at all 

times while performing and allow inspection of the license by any Rockport police 

officer, if so requested. 
 

Performance Locations:  Performances may take place only in the following public 

areas: 

 End of Bearskin Neck 

 Island at Dock Square 

 Donovan’s Corner 

 Other locations considered on a case-by-case basis and so authorized 

by the Board. 
 

Times:  Performances may take place Monday through Saturday between 10:00 a.m. and 

9:00 p.m., and Sunday between 12:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. Street Performers may perform 

one weekday and one non-consecutive weekend day, however, there will be no 

performances allowed on special Rockport Festival days (Motif #1 Day and the Harvest 

Festival).  Street Performers (excluding Artists and Crafters) may perform a maximum of 

three (3) consecutive hours. 
 

Other Restrictions:  

A. No performer or group of performers may generate excessive musical or other 

noise as to create a public nuisance.  Prerecorded backup music is not 

allowed.  The Licensee shall perform at a volume no louder than would reach 

the immediate audience.  Violation of this condition may result in license 

revocation.  The Rockport Police will investigate complaints of excessive 

noise, will give a verbal first warning, and may revoke the permit after 

substantiating another complaint.  
 

B. No performer or group of performers may perform less than one hundred 

(100) feet from another performer or group of performers.  
 

C. A performer may request contributions at a performance, provided that no 

sign requesting contributions shall exceed 8 ½ x 11 inches in size. 

Contributions may be received in a receptacle, such as an open musical 

instrument case, box or hat.  
 

D. No performer may obstruct pedestrian or vehicle passage along a public 

sidewalk or way. The placement of a blanket or covering over any public 

sidewalk or way is also prohibited.  
 

E. No performer may display or sell any goods, wares or other merchandise, 

including books and/or recordings.  
 

F. No performers under the age of fourteen (14) shall be allowed to perform 

without a parent present. 
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Violations:  
 

 A.  Whoever violates any provision of this policy may be penalized by a noncriminal 

disposition as provided for in MGL C. 40, Sec.21D. The penalty for each violation 

shall be one hundred dollars ($100).  
 

 B.  A performer who provides false information on the application may have his/her 

license permanently suspended. If a performer is found to be in violation of any other 

provision of this policy, the Chief of Police or his designee may suspend the license 

for no more than thirty (30) days. Any license holder who wishes to dispute a 

suspension may appeal in writing to the Board of Selectmen.  

 

             

 


